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Ut id oftenderem, quod te ifti facilem putant, 
Id non fieri ex verd vitd, neque aded ex equo et bono, 
Sed ex affentando, indulgendo, et largiendo. TER, 





To Mr. 7 OW N. 


eexs 2 HAVE been fome years married to one of the 
SSOpene beft women in the world. She poffeffes all 
sey, the virtues that can be named: but alas ! 
RAP? the poflefies fome of them to excefs. Thofe 
G@ which I with to particularize, and which 
are infinitely pernicious to me, and my fortunes, are her 
fuperabundant Good-nature, and her boundlefs Generofity. 








Ir is a little difficult perhaps to afcertain what are, of 
ought to be, the exaét bounds of Good-nature ; which, of all 
virtues, feems to me moft neceflary to be confined, or at 
leaft mitigated in fuch a manner, as to hinder it from de- 
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of your abfence ; or if your family is out, they will break- 
faft, dine, and fup with you, out of charity, becaufe you 
fhould not be alone. Every houfe is haunted with thefe 
difturbers of our meals: and perhaps the beft way to get rid 
of them, would be to put them, with the reft of your 
fervants, upon board-wages, 


Bur befides thefe danglers after men of fortune, and in- 
truders on your table in town, the country breeds a race of 
lowly retainers, which may properly be ranked among the 
fame fpecies. Almoft every family fupports a poor kinfman, 
who happening to be no way related to the eftate, was too 
proud. of his blood to apply himfelf in his youth to any 
profeffion, and rather chofe to be fupported in lazinefs at the 
family-feat. ‘They are, indeed, known perhaps to be cou- 
fins to the fquire, but do not. appear in a more creditable 
light than his fervants out of livery; and fometimes aétually 
fubmit to as mean offices of drudgery as the groom or 
whipper-in. The whole fraternity of Ha#gers-on, whether 
in town or country, or under whatever denomination, are 
the fons of idlenefs: for it will be found upon examina- 
tion, that whenever a man, whofe bread depends on his 
induftry, gives himfelf up to indolence, he becomes capable 
of any meannefs whatever: and if they cannot dig, yet like 
our Hangers-on, to beg they are not afhamed, 
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Ut id oftenderem, quod te ifti facilem putant, 
Id non fieri ex verd vitd, neque aded ex aquo et bono, 
Sed ex affentando, indulgendo, et largiendo. TER, 





To Mr TOWN. 


$9 HAVE been fome years married to one of the 
fase, beft women in the world. She poffeffes all 
the virtues that can be named: but alas ! 
~ fhe poffefies fome of them to excefs. Thofe 
which I wifh to particularize, and which 
are Somer pernicious to me, and my fortunes, are her 
fuperabundant Good-nature, and her boundlefs Generofity. 





Ir is a little difficult perhaps to afcertain what are, of 
ought to be, the exact bounds of Good-nature ; which, of all 
virtues, feems to me moft neceffary to be confined, or at 
leat mitigated in fuch a manner, as to hinder it from de- 
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ftroying “its own excellence and utility. On the one hand, 
if it is reftrained too clofe, the world will fay, that it matt 
entirely lofe its effence: But fatal experience has convinced 
me, that if it is permittéd- to enjoy a full unlimited fway, 
this amiable virtue becomes a ridiculous vice ; and brings 
with it, as in my wife’s cafe; fruitlefs expences, ill-judged 
conceffions, and a kind of blind folly, that is always liable 
to contempt, 


Generosity‘ is the daughter of Good-nature. She is 
very fair anid lovely when under the tuition of Judgment and 
Reafon; but when,fhe efcapes from her tutors, and acts in- 
difcriminately, according as her fancy allures her, fhe fubjects 
herfelf, like her mother, to the blafts of fneer, ridicule, and 
difdain. 


To illuftrate thefe affertions by fome examples, from 
among the many mifhaps, loffes, and embaraffments, which 
have accrued to us in the courfe of our domeftic affairs, 
give me leave to tell you, that fome years ago, we had a 
footboy who acted as butler, and had the cuftody of all the 
little plate which our fmall fortune could afford us.- The 
fellow was aukward, and unfit for the ftation ; but my wife 
very good-naturédly was detérmined fo keep him in our fer- 
vice, becaufe he intended to marry the nurfery-maid, and 
would undoubtedly make an excellent bufband... The rafcal 
yas athief;. but as it is ill-natured to fufpect people, before 
we have full proof of their. knavery, feveral of his tricks, 
and petty larcenies, were attributed to the itinerant Jews and 
higlers (we then living at Newington) who frequently called 
at our: door. ::Fluthed with fuceefs, and relying on my wife’s 
credulity and Good-nature, he began to form deeper defigns ; 
and (as he lay in the kitchen) pretended to have feen a man 
breaking in at the window, and to have hid himfelf with a 
chopping knife in his hand; fo as to have felled the villain to 
flie #round as foon as he had put his body through the cafe- 
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ment. A noife from without was faid to have given an alarm 


to the houfebreaker, and to have interrupted him in his at= 
tempt; but fome whole panes of glafs being diflocated from ” 


their lead, and fome hacks and {cratches of a chifel (marks 
all made by our own fervant) being vifible next morning, my 
wife very generoufly rewarded her‘femmy, whom fhe jocularly 
called Scrub, for his diligence and courage in defending us 
front having our throats cut: This terrible tale was doubtlefs 
formed in order to remove all fufpicions, when he fhould 
pillage the houfe himfelf ; but precautions being taken by us, 
_in confequence of this alarm, to fortify our bed-chamber, 
where he knew our current treafure was repofited, ‘femmy 
thought it time to decamp ; fo that in about a week after 
he had received the reward, I hinted at, of a crown piece from 
his lady, he ftole her gold repeating watch, and a pair of 
our beft filver candlefticks, with which he voluntarily tran- 
{ported himfelf, as we have been fince told, to the Wef- In- 
dies, leaving his miftrefs the nurfery-maid, big with child, 
and thereby giving great licence to the neighbourhood to 
animadvert upon my wife’s amazing prefcience in forefeeing 
his excellencies as an hufband, 


You muft further be told, Sir, that my dear confort, in 
the full glow.of her goodnefs, is never contented unlefs her 
fervants mary each other. All I can urge againft fo impo- 
litic a cuftom has been to no purpofe: Marriage (fhe fays) 
prevents vice, and faves fouls from deftruétion. Perhaps 
it may; but are no unmarried fervants to be found in 
Mr. Fielding’s Regifter Office, or elfewhere, but what are 
vicious? At leaft I am fure, that this picce of fanctity is very 
expenfive in its effects, and is attended with many inconve- 
niences. One of her maids about two years: ago was difco- 
‘yered to be very intimate with my footman; my wife, to 
“prevent ill confequences, haftened to have them married, and 
‘was prefent herfelf at the ceremony. She admired the mo- 
defty of the woman and the decent gravity of the man during 
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the holy rites, and fhe was entirely convinced that no harm 
could have happened from fo decent a couple. In little 
more than three months after the marriage, Patty brought 
forth a {winging girl; butas it was born almoft fix months 
before its time, my wife advifed them to keep it the remain- 
ing half year incotton. She did this purely froma motive of 
good-nature, to try to fhield the new married woman’s re- 
putation ; but finding our neighbours fleer at the incident, 
and fmile contemptuoufly at the prefcription of cotton, fhe 
contented herfelf in believing Patty’s own account, that 
*‘ in truth fhe had been married eight months before by a 
* Fleet-parfon, but was afraid to own it.” 


But if my wife’s indulging her domeftics in matrimony 
was productive of no other ill confequence than merely their 
being married, it might indeed fometimes rather prove a bene- 
fit than a detriment: but the chafter and more fober they have 
been before marriage, the greater number of children are pro- 
duced in matrimony; and my wife looks upon herfelf as in 
duty obliged to take care of the poor helplefs offspring, that 
have been begotten under her own roof; fo that I affure 
you, Sir, my honfe is fo well filled with children, that it 
would put you immediately in mind of the Foundling Ho/- 
pital; with this difference however, that in my Ho/pital not 
only the children are provided for, whether baftards or legi- 
timate, but alfo the fathers and mothers. 


Your high office, Mr. Censor, requires and leads you 
to hear domeftic occurrences, otherwife I fhould {carce have 
troubled you with the records of a private family, almoft 
ruined by excrefcencies of virtue. The fame overflowing 
humanity runs through the whole condué of the dear wo- 
man whom I have mentioned. Even in trifles fhe is full 
of works of fupererogation. Our doors are perpetually fur- 
rounded with beggars, where the halt, the maimed and the 
blind affemble in as great numbers, as at the door of the 
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Roman Catholic Chapel in Lincoln's Inn-Fields. She net only 
gives them money, but fends.them out great quantities of 
bread, beer, and cold victuals ; and fhe has her different 
penfioners (as the herfelf calls them) for every day in the week. 
But the expence attending thefe.out-door petitioners (many 
of whom have from time to time been difcovered to be im- 
poftors) is nothing in comparifon tothe fums that are almoft 
daily drawn from her by begging letters. It is impoffible to 
imagine a calamity, by which fhe has not been a fufferer, 
in relieving thofe who have extorted money from her, by 
pretended misfortunes. The poor lady has been much hurt 
by loffes in trade, has been a great fufferer by fire, under- 
gone many hardfhips from ficknefs and other unforefeen ac- 
cidents, and it was but yefterday that the paid a long apothe- 
cary’s bill brought on by a violent fever. Thus, Sir, though 
my wife goes into but little company, and the family-expences 


are to all appearance very f{mall, yet my wife’s fuperabundant 


Good-nature is fuch perpetual drawback on her ceconomy, 
that we run out confiderably. This extravagant and ill- 
judged Generofity renders all her numerous excellencies of 


none effect: and I have often known her almoft deftitute of ~ 


cloaths, becaufe fhe had diftributed her whole wardrobe 
among lyars, fycophants, and hypocrites. 


Tuus, Sir, as briefly as 1 can J haye\fet before you my un- 
happy cafe. I am perifhing by degrees, not by any real 
extravagance, any defigned ruin, or.any indulgence of luxury 
and riot in the perfon who deftroys me. On the contrary, 
no woman can exceed my wife in the fimplicity of her drefs, 
the humility of her defires, or the contented cafinefs of her 
nature. What name, Sir, fhall I give to my misfortunes ? 
They proceed not from vice, nor even from folly: they 
proceed from too tender a heart ; a heart that hurries away, 
or abforbs all judgment and reflection. To call thefe 
errors the fruits of Gogd-nature is too mild a definition : 
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and yet to give them an harfher appellation, is unkind. Let 
me fuffer what I will, I muft kifs the dear hand that 
ruins me. 


In my tender hours of fpeculation I would willingly im- 
pute my wife’s faults to our climate, and the natural dif- 
pofition of our natives. When the Enghjh are Good- 
natured, they are generally fo to excefs: and asI have not 
feen this particular character delineated in any of your 
papers, I have endeavoured to paint it myfelf: and fhall 
draw to the conclufion of my letter by one piece of ad- 
vice, Not to be GENEROUS overmuch, The higheft acts 
of Generofity are feldom repaid in any other coin, but bafe- 
nefs and ingratitude: and we ought ever to remember, 
that out of ten lepers cleaned, one only came back to 
return thanks; the reft were made whole, and went their 
way. 


I am, Sir, your moft bumble fervant, 


TIMON of LONDON, 


*.* A Letter diretted for G.K. is left at the Publifber's. 
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